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Out of the 1,144 students who par-
ticipated in the recent hunger survey, 
about a fifth of them reported that with-
in the last month, they didn’t eat for 
a 24-hour period because they didn’t 
have enough money for food.  

“It was a little disheartening, but I 
suppose we expected those numbers,” 
said Student Senate President Tina 
Marshalek. 

Comment boxes were available for 
students to expand on their answers 
if they chose to do so. Student Senate 
found their additional comments to be 
enlightening, as students gave different 
suggestions on how to assist the various 
hunger challenges students’ face.

Comments revealed that some stu-
dents do not have emergency funding 
and are not aware of what type of gov-
ernmental assistance applies to them. 

Several comments in the survey per-
tained to the cost of food in the cafete-
ria. Marshalek explains there has been 
some discussion about it, but she does 
not think there is a plan to increase or 
decrease the current prices. 

Other student comments suggested 
providing more transportation to local 
food pantries, as well as growing fresh 
produce on campus. 

Marshalek enjoyed the responses 
and greatly appreciated the assorted 
ideas. She does, however, plan on meet-
ing with the financial aid department to 
discuss possible meal plans that would 
be funded through student financial aid 
services.

Marshalek also hopes to find dif-
ferent food options that would be 
available to the Madison College Quest 
Card. Currently, there is a regulation 
that doesn’t allow “prepared food” to 
be compatible with the cards. Even the 
cafeteria salad bar is considered a pre-

pared food, which makes Quest Card 
users limited on what campus food they 
can and cannot buy. 

The majority of students who par-
ticipated in the survey reported to be 
financially independent. Results show 
that 25 percent of independent students 
said they have not eaten for an entire 
day because of limited money for food, 
while 10 percent of dependent students 
reported the same thing.

“It was sobering,” said Marshalek, as 
the dramatic 15 percent difference was 
what really made her stop and think.

With the concluding results show-
ing that independent students are 
more likely to be food insecure than 
dependent, Marshalek said, “I’m not 
surprised by that, it makes sense.

“We have this culture,” explains 
Marshalek, that when a college student 
says that they are having financial 

Hunger survey results 

WITHIN THE LAST 30 DAYS, DID 
YOU SKIP MEALS BECAUSE THERE 
WASN’T ENOUGH MONEY FOR 
FOOD?

DO YOU HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF ONE OR 
MORE MADISON COLLEGE STUDENTS 
(OTHER THAN YOURSELF) WHO STRUGGLE 
WITH NOT HAVING ENOUGH FOOD?

Giving 
hunger 
a face

68.79 %
students 
surveyed 
Said NO

21.68 %
YES (1-2 students)

4.37 %
YES (2-4 students)

5.16 %
YES (more than 

4 students)

WITHIN THE LAST 30 
DAYS, WERE YOU ABLE TO 
AFFORD TO REGULARLY EAT 
NUTRITIONALLY BALANCED 
MEALS?

Yes
61.01%

No
38.99%

62.85 %
students surveyed said NO

37.15 %
said YES
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1 in 3 respondents say they skip meals due to money
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Steven Ansorge wears his Student 
Senate badge proudly every Friday 
evening when he visits the River Food 
Pantry, not only as a volunteer, but as 
a patron.

As a student leader who directly 
represents the over 30 percent of 
Madison College students who experi-
ence food insecurity, Ansorge wants 
to give hunger not only a voice, but a 
face.

“When I wear my badge when I’m 
getting food, I feel like it’s saying even 
hard working people, even leaders in 
your community, need help,” explained 
Ansorge.

By wearing his badge at the food 
pantry, Ansorge hopes to show people 
that they do not need to be ashamed to 
receive the resources they need to not 
be hungry.

Charles McLimans, the executive 
director of the River Food Pantry 
describes being food insecure as when 
“you do not have the means to provide 
three meals a day for you, and your 
family, and that your missing meals.” 

About one out of three Madison 
College students miss meals during the 
month because they do not have the 
resources to afford them. For college 
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Student Senator Steven Ansorge vol-
unteers at River Food Pantry and uti-
lizes its services when needed.
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problems or cannot afford food, we tend to say, 
“tough,” or, “that’s what being an adult is.” Sadly, 
our society judges everyone without knowing his 
or her background, explains Marshalek. 

“So maybe when a student comes up to you 
and says that they are struggling and they are 
financially independent, rather than being harsh 
with them and telling them that they need to be 
an adult, and take on more responsibility and 
maturity, we need to show a little more compas-
sion and recognize that their struggling with 
having food. They’re struggling with keeping 
maybe a roof over their head,” said Marshalek.

After reviewing the results, Student Senate 
thinks one of the main goals is to get organiza-
tions to come to Madison College and help stu-
dents sign up for the services that they may need 
at the time.

“I think Madison College can make stronger 
connections with different community resources 
that are around to get students to where they 
need to be,” said Marshalek. Since students are 
clearly not aware of the different resources avail-
able to them, continuously promoting organiza-
tions that can help them is crucial. 

In order to help as many people as possible, 
Student Senate plans to find new ways to inform 
our students on what options are available to 
them, whether it is through fliers or social media.

Another survey response that made the 
Student Senate think was the question asking 
if students do or do not financially support 
another person. It was found that 42 percent of 
respondents are responsible for another person 
and have intentionally skipped meals because of 
financial challenges.

Student Senate’s initial thought was that they 
might need to give more support to the college’s 
childcare services. Unfortunately, the school does 
not know the age of the person or people that stu-
dents may be responsible for. It could be a young 
child, or possibly a parent or grandparent. 

“One thing that I suppose is within some of 
our control is with the people who are finan-
cially responsible for a child,” she said. Although 
Madison College strives to help as much as pos-
sible, “there’s only so much we can do in that 
regard,” said Marshalek. 

“It’s not that easy of a fix to just expand our 
child care, but it might be a topic worth revisit-
ing,” said Marshalek.

With the help of all students who participated, 
Student Senate was able to successfully share 
their results with the College Assembly.

students, a lack of food is not only 
harmful to their bodies, but harmful 
to their studies.

“I received an email at the begin-
ning of the semester from a student 
asking ‘How can I get food from you? 
I’m finding that I am spending more 
time looking around campus for 
events with free food than spending 
on my studies’,” said McLimans.

Ansorge has personal experience 
with hunger affecting his studies, as 
well. 

“Sometimes when I’m in class I get 
hungry, because I didn’t either have 
enough time or money to make food 
in the morning, and I’m distracted 
during class by my hunger pains,” 
Ansorge explains. “It distracts me 
from my classwork.”

Though many people experience 
hardships from their food insecurity, 
they often do not get the help they 
need because talking openly about 
being hungry can be very challeng-
ing.

“Some people have a stigma about 
receiving food or asking for help,” 
McLimans explains. 

Though Ansorge is open about his 
own food insecurity, he understands 

why it is so hard for many to talk 
about it.

“The reason why I think we don’t 
want to talk about it is people are 
ashamed that they are in such an 
insecure situation. Maybe they don’t 
think they are good enough,” said 
Ansorge. “We have such culture of 
‘you need to pull yourself up by your 
bootstraps’ that if you can’t figure 
it out or do it all on your own, that 
you're shamed for it, and I think 
that’s part of the problem.” 

At first, Ansorge was also inse-
cure about his hunger status. “Right 
at the beginning, I felt kind of 
ashamed,” Ansorge explained.

However, after Ansorge experi-
enced what the people who utilized 
support from food pantries were 
actually like, his feelings about ask-
ing for help began to change. 

“Learning that these people are 
just like me, that there’s actually 
people struggling not because their 
lazy, but just because they have a 
hard situation … I started opening up 
because there are other people out 
there. I’m not alone.”

Ansorge wants to continue to 
start open conversations about hun-
ger to help others to feel more com-
fortable asking for help, as well as 
spread awareness for the resources 
in the community for people with 

food insecurity. 
River Food Pantry, the pantry that 

Ansorge attends and volunteers at, is 
one of the more accessible resources 
for food insecure students. Madison 
College’s east shuttle will drop people 
off at the pantry at request, and the 
pantry will provide transportation 
back to the Truax campus on Friday 
evenings.

McLimans explains that he wants 
Madison College students to know 
that “The River is here for you, we’re 
your neighbor.” 

Students who want to make a 
difference for people with food inse-
curity in Madison are also invited to 
volunteer at River Food Pantry. Like 
Ansorge, many people who utilize 
the resources of the pantry also vol-
unteer there, as well.

“Our clients are also volunteers. 
For us, it’s not about charity, its’s 
about building a stronger community 
together,” said McLimans.

Though Student Senate is still 
deciding what solutions would help 
with hunger on campus, Ansorge 
wants food insecure students to 
know: “There are resources out 
there. 

"Don’t be ashamed, just look for 
it. No need to be ashamed of this," he 
said. “People shouldn’t be hungry. 
Period.”

JESSICA DEEGAN
News Editor

Following the humbling 
experience of actively serving 
in the Marine Corps, and now 
serving as a U.S. armed forces 
veteran, Ken Kohl, president of 
the Madison College Veteran 
Club, holds Veterans Day close 
to his heart. 

Both of Kohl’s parents were 
in the Marines and he felt that 
he, too, could carry on his fam-
ily’s legacy and make his nation 
proud.

Since grade school, Kohl was 
determined to become a mili-
tary member, just like his par-
ents and great uncle who served 
in Vietnam. Oddly enough, Kohl 
got picked on because of his 
dream and was told by his class-
mates that he could never do it. 

“Everyone just tore me down 
and spat on me for it, saying I 
was too weak and dumb to make 
it in the Marine Corps. So, mak-
ing my title in the Marine Corps 
gives me a bunch of pride, and 
a bunch of self-respect that I 
accomplished something that 
people told me I would never be 
able to do.”

“By going through these 
experiences, I already know 
that life isn’t going to give you a 
bunch of dandelions and some 
roses. It’s going to give you a 
lot of hell...and a lot of trials. 

I’m not someone who gives up 
on anything too easy, so I have 
already grasped the concept 
that if you don’t give up too eas-
ily on what you want to accom-
plish, then you will accomplish 
it. That’s the growth that I’ve 
seen within me.”

“Once we raise our right 
hand and swore the oath to be 
in the military, we give up our 
bill of rights. We are not able to 
exercise those freedoms as civil-
ians are able to.” 

Military members work 
long and hard hours to receive 
the minimal services that they 
do, including general quar-

ters, a place to sleep and some 
rationed food at a military 
cafeteria. These services are 
automatically deducted from 
their paychecks and it’s up to 
the member to decide how to 
utilize them.

Kohl explains that transi-
tioning to civilian life can be 
difficult for former military 
members as they move from 
a structured lifestyle with a 
steady paycheck to an uncer-
tain employment status.

The military isn’t just war-
related, as there are many other 
positions you can hold. When 
you return to civilian life as a 

veteran, if you want to continue 
in the same expertise that you 
were performing in the mili-
tary, it may not be hard to find 
a job. For those who want to 
explore different fields, it may 
be a challenge. 

“We are already getting a 
late start into civilian life and 
deciding what we want to do for 
our lives," he said. “Even cur-
rent active military members…
they don’t understand veterans. 
That’s one thing that is unique 
about a U.S. armed forces 
veteran. They have lived both 
civilian and military and now 
their back in the civilian world. 
Military members haven’t 
walked that path yet.”

“In the mental aspect, 
military life is its own culture,” 
explains Kohl. Naturally, civil-
ians do not know how to under-
stand active military members 
or veterans.  

Kohl references a statistical 
rate involving suicide among 
military veterans and that they 
are not getting the help they 
need and not able to relate to 
anyone else. 

“We know what we went 
through and civilians can’t 
relate to us. For me, personally, 
even walking through these 
halls and being in some on the 
classrooms, I can’t relate to a lot 
of the other students. Already, 
that separates me from the rest 

of the classroom and that gives 
us a sense of isolation.”

Kohl initially wanted to 
become a member of the 
Veteran Club because he knows 
the struggles he’s undergone 
and that they are similar to 
those of what other veterans 
went through, if not worse. 

Kohl wants the veterans to 
know that the club is some-
where they can go to get the 
support they need. The Veteran 
Club is a relaxed “come and 
go as you please” type of club, 
explains Kohl.

Whether you are an active 
military member or a fam-
ily member of one, everyone 
needs support. Although Kohl 
encourages all Madison College 
veterans to join the club, he 
does understand that some 
veteran students already have 
their minds made up in that 
they do not want to participate 
in anything affiliated with the 
military anymore.

“I just want to help my fellow 
veterans through the ease of 
their transition from military 
life to civilian life. For some 
military members, it takes 
weeks, months, if not years to 
ease into the transition.”

“We have our own unity, our 
own understanding with each 
other. No one in the world will 
understand a veteran better 
than another veteran.”

Veterans Club president proud to be a Marine
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Ken Kohl is the president of the Madison College Veteran Club.
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Madison College Student Senator Steven Ansorge visits River Food Pantry on Nov. 17.


